Essex Masters Report 24/25 Season
This may be covered elsewhere, but my involvement as Masters Coordinator came as Roy Lord stepped down after many seasons in the role. He was a great help and support to me and remained actively interested in the teams’ success well into this year. His passing is a very sad loss to Essex Badminton.
Masters run 2 main competitions plus Annual Tournament held in May @ Redbridge SC
County Championships, teams entered from O40-O70. O40s, O55s & O60s qualified for playoffs and O70s qualified straight to finals.
Only O40s won their playoff, meaning only 2 teams at finals held in Birmingham. O40s were victorious, our first win in that age group since 2016. O70s came a very creditable 3rd.
County Challenge held in January teams entered O45-O70. Not enough commitment early enough from players in O40s age group for the overnight stay that is required, which is personally funded.
O45s came 2nd in Prem Division, O50s came 4th in Div1 South, O55s came 6th & are relegated from Prem, O60s came 2nd in Prem Division; O65s won Div1 South and are promoted back to the Prem. O70s cam 6th and also relegated from the Prem division.
The hope for the new 25/26 season is that the O40s team will have a team in the Challenge and will start in the bottom division. 
O40s-O70s teams entered in the Championships, fixtures for coming season being worked on now.
We ran another successful Essex Masters tournament in May at Redbridge providing vital funds. A big thank you to Simon G for doing the admin and to Pam Lee for running the desk on both days.
Funding is the main issue the Masters has, with court hire and shuttles increasing in cost. We will need to raise fees or come up with other funding, sponsorship or running more events.
Chalkwell is used for the shorter format matches (O65s & O70s) and CCHS, Redbridge and Central Park have all been used for other age group’s home matches.
My thanks to all the team captains for their hard work in getting teams out. They be Kabir Shah, Amardeep Panesar, Phil Tuffee, Amanda Austin, Pam Lee, George Joseph and Linda Scrace, who stepped in when Roy was unable to continue. 
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